THE  REGENERATION OF  BRITAIN

been so blind to the menace of prewar German militarism.
The United Nations is a product of these new realities. Its
imperfections stare us in the face. Of course it is still based on
the membership of nation States pursuing their national inter-
ests. Of course Great Powers will disregard the rule of law
when they feel their own security threatened. What Russia did
in Hungary, and Britain at Suez, America attempted in Cuba.
J5ut each paid heavily for it and the price of national aggrand-
isement will rise sharply in the future. World opinion cannot
be ignored today even by the greatest nations. The millions
of dollars, roubles and pounds spent on overseas broadcasting
and propaganda provides some measure of the cash value of
goodwill, even to a nuclear giant. The self-discipline of the
test-ban treaty shows the extent to which strong men are pre-
pared to sacrifice sovereignty in the interests of international
agreement.

We might also remember that Parliament was far from
being perfect as an instrument of national government for most
of its 700 years. Kings disregarded it, feudal lords ran it, big
industrialists took it over, ordinary men and women were
oppressed by it, and radicals despaired of it. But it kept going
and it got stronger, and it became accepted because it was
better than continual civil war. Finally the people conquered
it. Only 18 years ago double voting was abolished, and when
the hereditary peers are sent packing it will be fully demo-
cratic.

I believe in the United Nations for the same reason that I
believe in Parliament. There is nothing else to believe in that
offers the slightest hope of controlling the Doomsday machine
that scientists have given to man. The choice before us is a
steady progression towards world government or the fate of the
Gadarene swine.

Harold Wilson's plan to earmark a powerful conventional
naval force undo" British command to be made available {or
specific international peace-keeping marks a clear stage in our
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